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Ordination Examination 
Endorsed Nationally in 2017 

 

This exam is designed to measure your ability to think theologically and to 

measure your orthodoxy. Your answers should be concise and you should use 

Scripture wherever possible.  Listing Bible references is acceptable.  However, 

show how that passage establishes your point whenever you can. 

This is an open Bible exam. You have 8 hours to complete it. 

 

The One True God (Theology Proper) 

How has God revealed Himself? 

How would you defend the deity of God the Father? 

Give your view concerning the tri-unity of God. 

Explain the term attribute. What are the attributes most commonly 

emphasized in Scripture? 

 

The Lord Jesus Christ  (Christology) 

Defend the deity of Christ using Scripture from the Old and the New 

Testament. 

How would you explain the fact that Jesus is both divine and human? 

What great Bible truths are dependent upon the historic event of Christ’s 

virgin birth? 

How is the death of Christ unique in its relationship to the human race? 

Why is the resurrection of Jesus so important? 

What is Christ’s ministry today? 

 

 

The Holy Spirit (Pneumatology) 

What is meant by the person of the Holy Spirit?   

Where does the Bible teach that the Holy Spirit is God? 

Define the following: (include in your answer: when it takes place, how 

long does it last, is it a repeated experience, its purpose) 
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Baptism of the Spirit 

Sealing of the Spirit 

Filling of the Spirit 

Indwelling of the Spirit 

Convicting of the Holy Spirit 

Illumination of the Spirit 

Gifts of the Spirit 

What can a Christian expect and experience from the Holy Spirit today?  

 

   The Bible (Bibliology) 

What do we mean by these terms in reference to the Bible?   

 Inspiration 

 Revelation – include a discussion of special and general revelation 

 Inerrancy 

 Illumination 

Canon 

 

Cites some passages in which the Bible makes claims for itself. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 is often cited as a key verse for the truth that all Scripture 

is inspired by God. How would you relate that verse to the inspiration of 

the New Testament? 

Please explain your hermeneutical approach to Scripture and why is it 

important? 

 

Humanity – (Anthropology) 

Describe your understanding of the origin of the human race. 

How does God’s original design impact sexuality and marriage. 

Explain what the image of God means in relationship to mankind (at 

creation – after the fall – at new birth).  

Were men and women created equal? 

What is meant by the term; “fall of man?”  
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Discuss total depravity. Include the issue of total depravity and the need 

for salvation. 

 

Salvation – (Soteriology) 

What role does each of the Godhead play in the salvation of man? 

Define these terms with Scripture: 

Election 

Regeneration 

Redemption 

Adoption 

Justification  

Sanctification 

Glorification 

Grace 

Discuss the statement; “salvation is by faith in the finished work of Jesus 

Christ alone.” 

Make a biblical case for eternal security in salvation. 

 

Church – (Ecclesiology)  

What is the meaning of the term, church? 

Distinguish between the Jew, the Gentile and the church of God. 

Who are the leaders in a local church (list them)? 

Explain your understanding of church discipline. 

What is the mission of the church? 

Explain how you view the church in relationship to your local setting, all 

churches and the churches of the Charis Fellowship. 

 

 

 

Christian Life  

What is the relationship between grace and works as they relate to the 

Christian life? 
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Explain the relationship of justification, sanctification and glorification as 

they relate to the Christian’s life. 

How does a Christian grow to be more like Christ? 

 

Angels, Satan, Demons  

Who are angels?  Where did they come from?  How are they different 

from humans? 

Where did Satan come from? 

Explain Satan’s limitations. 

Explain the spiritual battle Christians face in relationship to Satan and 

demons. 

 

Future Life (And Eschatology) 

Share your understanding of heaven?  of hell? 

When people die, do they immediately go to heaven or hell? 

Give a brief overview of your understanding of end time events: 

The Rapture 

The Second Coming of Christ 

The Tribulation 

The Millennium 

The New Heaven and Earth 

 Present a clear explanation of Daniel’s Seventy Weeks (Daniel 9:24-27) 

 Explain and defend your view of the return of Christ. 

What role does Israel play, if any, in the future work of God? 

 

Ordinances 

What is an ordinance?   

What determines whether something should be practiced as an 

ordinance? 

How is an ordinance different from a sacrament? 

Regarding Baptism: 

Why is baptism important? 
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How would you explain/defend trine immersion? 

How do you maintain the importance of baptism without unduly 

elevating it? 

Regarding Communion: 

How would you explain/defend the three-fold communion service? 

What is the meaning behind each part of a three-fold communion 

service? 

 Have you ever led a three-fold communion service? 
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Practical ORAL Exam Questions  
 
This section is an exact reflection of our evangelical core.  In addition to the 
statements taken from section two of the Commitment to Common Identity 
questions have been posed to assess the candidate’s ability to deal with 
theology in a very practical way.  In addition to clarifying answers from the 

written exam, these practical questions can be used during the oral portion of 
the exam to determine the candidates ability to interact with theological 
questions and problems.  
 
Each examination board will determine their use of these questions.   

 

The One True God – There is one, and only one, true God, the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob.  He is the Creator and Lord of all, existing in three persons, 
never less and never more – Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 

• Is it possible to prove that there is a God? Can you do that without 

using a Bible? 

• Is love God’s main attribute? Explain. 

• The Bible says, “there is no God.” (Psalm 14:1) Discuss how the process 

of hermeneutics factors into the interpretation of this verse. 

• How can you say you believe in one God when the Bible actually calls 

each member of the trinity “God.” 

 

   The Lord Jesus Christ - Jesus Christ is fully God, existing eternally.  Everything 
was created by Him and for Him.  His incarnation took place in the womb of a 
virgin. He became man, but never sinned. He died a substitutionary death to 
atone for sin, resurrected bodily, and ascended into heaven where He remains 
fully God and fully man, and is presently ministering until He comes again. 

 

• Jesus was a great religious leader but so was Mohammed, Buddha or 

Brigham Young. How is he any different? 

• The Bible says Jesus was tempted just like we are.  I have a problem with 

that.  First, there are a lot of things that Jesus didn’t experience. And 

second, if you say he was God and could not sin then how could he really 

be tempted? 

• If Jesus was really human, how can you say that he was never tainted by 

a sinful nature or that he didn’t sin? Look around.  That is just not possible. 

• How can Jesus actually pay for the sins of everybody?  Wasn’t he really 

just an example to us that we should follow our convictions no matter 

what might happen? 

 

   The Holy Spirit - The Holy Spirit is fully God, existing eternally.  He is a person, 
and was involved in Creation  and the inspiration of Scripture. His works of 
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convicting and regenerating are essential to the believer’s salvation. Believers 
are entitled to the benefit and joy of being filled and walking in the Spirit for 
empowerment in Christian life, service, and mission. 
 

• The word spirit is synonymous with breath or air.  How can you say the Holy 

Spirit is actually a person? Isn’t he more like a ghost? 

• How would you respond to someone who told you that a Christian is 

baptized with the Holy Spirit after he gets saved? 

• If David prayed asking God not to take away the Holy Spirit from him 

should I be concerned about something like that?   

• I heard you can’t really know that you have the Holy Spirit if there isn’t 

some tangible, external manifestation of that.  Is that true?  

 

   The Bible - The sixty-six books, and only these, known as the Old and New 

Testaments, are the written Word of God.  God’s inspiration and 
superintendence of the writing of every word of the Bible guarantees that what 
was written is His Word and is therefore authoritative, true, and without error in 
the original manuscripts.  God preserves His Word, which is powerful and 
effective to accomplish His purpose of salvation among all nations. God’s Spirit 

illumines the minds of believers in every culture to understand and apply the 
unchanging truth of Scripture in fresh and relevant ways for the benefit of the 
whole Body of Christ. 
 

• I use the KJV of the Bible.  It is really the version that contains the true word 

of God. 

• The Bible is true when it discusses spiritual matters.  But when it comes to 

history and science the Bible is not always accurate. 

• If the Bible was written so long ago how can we know we can trust it? 

• The Bible was written in times and cultures that are very different from ours.  

There must be a lot of things in the Bible that really don’t apply to us 

today. 

• Post modern hermeneutics raises the question: “all interpretation, 

including the Bible, depends more on the person interpreting and not the 

intent of the author.  Evaluate this statement. 

 

   Humanity - God created man and woman in His image.  As a result, all people 

are bearers of that image. However, Adam’s subsequent sin resulted in a 
condition of spiritual death which all people since Adam have experienced, 
marring the beauty of God’s image in them in every facet of life. This condition 
of spiritual death has rendered all people unable to save themselves, and leads 
to physical death. Therefore, new birth is necessary for salvation. 

• The Bible says that we were made in God’s image.  If God is spirit and we 

are physical how could that be true? 
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• Some people are really in need of forgiveness.  We are not all the same 

when it comes to sin.  Some people need God a whole lot more than 

others. 

• I had nothing to do with Adam so Adam has nothing to do with me. 

• If we can find the right evangelistic tool then we could really convince 

people of their need for a savior. 

 

   Salvation - The salvation brought by God is a complete and eternal salvation 
by His grace alone, received as the free gift of God through personal faith alone 
in the Lord Jesus Christ and His finished work, as He declares believers righteous 
in Him. 
 

• When I got saved it was because I chose Jesus to be my savior.  Then, 

somebody told me that God actually chose me.  How does that work? 

• I was asked if I was sure that I was going to heaven.  I told them of course 

because I had accepted Jesus at least 12 times.  How would you help 

that person? 

• Since Christ died only for the elect then there is really no need for 

evangelism. 

• I know I have committed the unpardonable sin.  I know there is no way for 

me to turn back and be forgiven. 

 

   Church - There exists one true Church, which is called the Household of God, 
the Body of Christ, and the Temple of the Holy Spirit. It is comprised of all true 
disciples of Jesus Christ and is created by the action of the Holy Spirit. Tangible 
expressions of this true Church are found in local churches. 
 

• The church I go to wants me to become a member.  I thought I was a 

member of the church when I accepted Christ. 

• I don’t understand the big deal about going to church every week.  It 

seems to me that people who want you to do that are really being a bit 

judgmental or legalistic. 

• I thoughts Jews and Christians were all alike.  Don’t we both worship the 

same God? 

• I went to one church and it was run by a pastor.  Another church I went to 

was run by elders. What is the difference and why can’t all churches be 

the same. 

 

   Christian Life - The believer is saved by faith alone. The faith that saves is 
expected to produce obedience and good works, which are the products of 
the indwelling Holy Spirit. The dimensions of biblical ethics are both individual 

and social, and extend to every facet of life. God faithfully continues to finish 
the work of sanctification, which He initiated in the life of each believer with the 
goal of Christlikeness. 
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• I don’t think it is possible to live in this world without being conformed to it. 

• I’ve come to believe that abortion is murder but I am not sure whether I 

should picket an abortion clinic or not. 

• A fellow Christian actually hit my car in the church parking lot and he 

hasn’t done anything to help fix it.  What should I do? 

• Won’t a person live however they want if you tell them they are saved by 

grace and not by works?  Doesn’t it have to be one way or the other? 

 

   Angels, Satan, Demons - God created a multitude of spiritual beings called 
“angels”.  Righteous angels continue to serve God and work both in the 
heavenly sphere and on earth. By his disobedience, Satan, a fallen angel, 
became the adversary of God and God’s people, carrying with him a 
procession of demons.  Christ has overcome Satan so that the final judgment 

and doom of Satan and his demons are certain. 
 

• Satan and God are two cosmic forces.  God of course is good and Satan 

is evil.  How do we know who will win? 

• I’ve looked in Genesis to find out where Satan came from and I can’t find 

anything.  How can I know more about him? 

• It seems that Christians put too much emphasis on fighting Satan.  To be 

honest, I just ignore him all together because I know he has been 

defeated. 

• I was told that I should be very careful how I treat people who come to 

my front door because the Bible says we might be entertaining angels 

without even knowing it. Since I agree I always invite the Mormons and 

Jehovah Witnesses in when they come knocking at my door. 

 

` Future Life - The dead will have a conscious existence in eternity and their 
bodies will be resurrected.  Unbelievers, already under condemnation, will be 

sentenced to suffer eternal separation from God. Believers, already having been 
granted eternal life, will be judged and rewarded according to their works, and 
will experience a glorified, eternal existence in the presence of the Lord. 
 

• I recently read a book that said God had so much love that he really 

couldn’t send people to hell. That really makes a lot of sense to me. 

• Some people talk about this life as the only life we have to live.  I’m 

actually hoping that after we die we get to come back and try again.  I 

think I could do better next time around. 

• I have some friends who think they know what it is going to be like after 

we die.  I really don’t think anyone can know that.  At best, we can only 

guess and hope. 
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• One of the reasons I really don’t care if I go to heaven or not is because I 

can’t imagine sitting around for eternity as an angel and playing a harp.   
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